
With the resurgence of religion and rise of fundamen-
talism within major religions, academic scholars 

and development agencies are increasingly debating the 
appropriate role of religion and faith-based organisations 
in development policy and practice. A global cast of scho-
lars and practitioners examine these issues and fundamen-
tally question the secular-religious dichotomy. They shed 
light on the reluctance of mainstream economic develop-
ment approaches to incorporate religion into policy and 
practice. They examine recent initiatives by internatio-
nal development agencies and donors to integrate religion 
into development policy, and to develop partnerships with 
faith-based organisations. Through research on religious 
movements in Brazil, South Africa, Sri Lanka, China, Tur-
key and the states of the ‘Arab Spring’, the authors discuss 
whether faith and religion provide a credible alternative to 
the (neo)liberal democratic development agenda.
Original infographics are included for illustration.

Alors que l’on assiste à un regain du fait religieux et à la 
montée des intégrismes, nombre de chercheurs, déci-

deurs et praticiens s’interrogent sur le rôle des religions 
dans les politiques et les pratiques du développement. Ce 
nouveau numéro de la Revue internationale de politique 
de développement rassemble les contributions d’une quin-
zaine d’auteurs qui interrogent la dichotomie entre reli-
gion et laïcité. Ils analysent les réticences et les difficultés 
des décideurs et praticiens du développement à intégrer la 
religion dans leurs démarches et examinent des initiatives 
récentes d’agences multilatérales et bilatérales visant à déve-
lopper des partenariats avec les organisations religieuses. 
Les auteurs observent certains mouvements religieux en 
Afrique du Sud, au Brésil, en Chine, au Sri Lanka, en Tur-
quie et dans les pays du « printemps arabe » et évaluent dans 
quelle mesure ils proposent des alternatives aux normes  
(néo)libérales et démocratiques du développement.
Des infographies originales illustrent les articles.
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With the resurgence of religion and rise of fundamentalism within major religions, academic scholars 
and development agencies are increasingly debating the appropriate role of religion and faith-based 
organisations in development policy and practice. A global cast of scholars and practitioners examine these 
issues and fundamentally question the secular-religious dichotomy in development discourse and practice. 
They shed light on the reluctance of mainstream economic development approaches to incorporate religion 
into policy and practice. They examine recent initiatives by international development agencies and donors 
to integrate religion into development policy, and to develop partnerships with faith-based organizations. 
Through research on religious movements in Brazil, South Africa, Sri Lanka, China, Turkey and the states  
of the 'Arab-Spring', the authors discuss whether faith and religion provide a credible alternative to the  
(neo) liberal democratic development agenda.
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